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Editorial 

Fabio Vanni* 

This issue of Ricerca Psicoanalitica is a special issue. First of all, it is a 
double issue because it includes an ‘addendum’, edited by Laura Corbelli 
and Paolo Migone, but it is also a double issue because the ‘normal’ issue 
intends focusing not so much on a thematic subject matter, as is our custom, 
but rather a tendency that is gaining ground in the area that gravitates 
around the Italian psychoanalysis of the relationship. A tendency to propose 
contributions offering some originality, that develop the thoughts of 
Michele Minolli and other exponents of Italian relational psychoanalysis. In 
fact, in recent issues we have hosted works with these characteristics, and 
this will also be the case in the future, in continuity with initiatives that go 
in the direction of enhancing and developing this cultural feature. This ten-
dency is well summarised in the title of one of these initiatives, ‘Going 
Forward’, which explicitly invites us to participate in this operation which 
uses a legacy while projecting ourselves towards overcoming it. 

I will leave it to the editors to introduce the ‘Special issue’ but I would 
like to emphasise, in the specifics of this issue, that it brings together, in the 
‘ordinary’ part, several contributions that also deserve some attention as 
they are expressive of a specific position in the psychoanalytic world, the 
‘psychoanalysis of the relationship’, which has never completely over-
lapped with ‘relational psychoanalysis’, which is instead the subject of the 
special issue. 

This contiguity allows the reader to appreciate the similarities and dif-
ferences between the two fields, a meritorious operation in itself and one 
that the editorial in Migone and Corbelli’s special issue also allows the 
reader to decline historically, albeit briefly. 

The clinical case that will be discussed in the second part of this issue is 
a situation that offers much food for thought and concerns an unaccompa-
nied foreign minor whose case was followed by a network of practitioners 
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trying to cope with a very high degree of complexity, requiring the intersec-
tion of different disciplinary and institutional perspectives. 

There follow a number of book commentaries: Frati comments on 
D’Amore’s volume, Polito on Vanni and Pellegrino’s, Vanni on that of the 
Piedmontese Area G group, Florita on Annie Ernaux’s book; once again, 
various exponents of psychoanalytic thinking on the relationship engage in 
writing and critical reflection, providing, among other things, further 
insights into this interpretative perspective. 

Next, Giovanni Zorzi tells us about a documentary that is only apparent-
ly distant from the psychoanalytic world but in reality has many points of 
connection with it, in particular with the psychoanalysis of organisations. 

Finally, Antonella Metto and Federico Buffagni propose a project they 
have been conducting for some years with young people with serious diffi-
culties, in which they introduce some interesting working tools. 

 
Enjoy the reading!
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