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In September 2021 on the platform of
the Italian Association of Hospital
Dermatologists (ADOI; https://www.adoi.
it/) a monthly online live session of teleder-
matopathology was started involving colle-
gial discussion among experienced Italian
pathologists about challenging melanocytic
tumors using the virtual microscope. The
cases were collected from daily routine by
the attending pathologists and were selec-
ted among those cases particularly difficult
to diagnose and that therefore needed a
second opinion.1

Dr. Antonio Perasole, the coordinator
and moderator of the group, was in charge
of scanning all the cases, uploading them on
the ADOI platform in advance of the meet-
ing, allowing each participant to review the
cases independently, and fill an online form
with the suspected diagnosis, the perceived
level of complexity of the case, and the
level of confidence on the diagnosis.

During the scheduled telepathology
meeting, all the cases were collegially
discussed and, at the end of the discus-
sion, the pathologists were asked to com-
plete a second time the on-line form indi-
cating their diagnosis, complexity and
level of confidence. Four telepathology
meetings were held between September
2021 and December 2021 and 49 cases
were presented.

In 2022, the virtual meeting (https://www.
adoi.it/caso-complesso/) were also improved
by a CME course that offered 36 credits.
Lectures were delivered by colleagues 
L. Cerroni, G. Ferrara, C. Massone and 
A. Perasole. Ten telepathology meetings
were organized and 83 cases were discussed
by 71 pathologists from all Italian Regions.

The cases covered the spectrum of

benign and malignant melanocytic lesions
classified according to the World Health
Organization (WHO) system.2 For each
case, at least one digitalized Hematoxylin
and Eosin (HE) histological slide with min-
imal clinical data (age, sex, location), was
presented. When available, routine immu-
nohistochemistry digitalized slides were
provided. Clinical and dermoscopic images
were available only for a few cases; mole-
cular biology studies were rarely provided
(<1%). Considering all cases together and
according to three main diagnostic cate-
gories (benign, malignant, uncertain), diag-
noses of benign melanocytic lesions
decreased from 49% before the meeting to
47% after collegial discussion; melanoma
diagnoses decreased from 40% before the
meeting to 38% after collegial discussion;
the spectrum of diagnoses defining uncer-
tainty (i.e. MELTUMP, atypical Spitz
Tumor, melanocytoma, etc.) increased from
11% before the meeting to 15% after colle-
gial discussions. This descriptive statistic
clearly demonstrates that there is still a per-
centage of cases that even after experts’
review are difficult to classify as either
benign or malignant, that a category of
intermediate melanocytic lesions exists and
that these complex cases cannot be classi-
fied based on HE slides only, but need inte-
gration with data from expanded immu-
nohistochemistry and molecular biology
studies.

The most interesting cases presented at
the meetings were subsequently published
in the Dermatopathology section of the
journal Dermatology Reports.3-5

A reflection of the interest produced by
the initiative was the increase in the number
of visits to the ADOI website which avera-
ged 7127 contacts/month, with 15% of
visits to the teledermatopathology section.

In 2023, the program will be renewed
and enriched. The tele-pathological meet-
ings will cover melanocytic neoplasms and
primary cutaneous lymphomas. It is a great
honor for ADOI to host G. Croci and Prof.
E. Berti, a worldwide opinion leader in skin
lymphomas. Ten meetings will be sched-
uled (https://www.adoi.it/teldermatologia-
adoi-2023/), and 36 CME credits will be
offered again. As for melanocytic lesions,
lectures will be delivered by Dr. C. Misciali,
Dr. C. Urso and Dr. D. Massi, the latter
being a top Italian pathologist with interna-
tional recognition and an Editor of the two

last WHO editions on Skin Neoplasm.2 In
addition, a permanent asynchronous CME
course on primary skin lymphomas will be
available for Italian associates on the ADOI
website.

Let’s now start and let’s figure out what
next year, 2024, will bring to us.
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